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“The Despot’s Apprentice: Donald Trump’s Attack on Democracy” by Brian Klaas is a critical

examination of former President Donald Trump’s actions and their impact on American democracy.

Let’s delve into the key points:

1. Authoritarian Tactics:

◦ Klaas highlights how Trump, while not a despot himself, has increasingly adopted

authoritarian tactics during his presidency.

◦ The book dissects Trump’s alarming tendencies and their potential threat to democratic

institutions.

2. Parallels with Despots:

◦ Klaas draws striking parallels between Trump’s behavior and that of despots from other

countries.

◦ For instance, he compares Trump’s daughter Ivanka’s role to that of Gulnara, the daughter of

the late Uzbeki dictator Islam Karimov. Both were involved in softening their fathers’ images

while benefiting personally.

◦ Trump’s family-centric approach to governance echoes how despots often run their countries

like a family business.

3. Politicizing Institutions:

◦ Trump has politicized democratic institutions, a common tactic among despots.

◦ His attacks on federal judges and the judiciary system mirror similar actions taken by

authoritarian leaders.

◦ While the U.S. Constitution prevents him from directly firing judges, Klaas notes the parallels

with other leaders who have dismissed prosecutors investigating corruption.

4. Relentless Lying:

◦ Trump’s habit of lying mirrors tactics used by oppressive regimes throughout history.

◦ His constant cries of “FAKE NEWS” resemble Hitler’s attacks on the “lying press.”

5. Encouraging Conclusion:

◦ Despite the grim analysis, Klaas concludes that American democracy is not yet at the

tipping point toward full-blown authoritarianism.

◦ However, vigilance and safeguarding democratic norms remain crucial.

In summary, “The Despot’s Apprentice” serves as a thought-provoking critique of Trump’s actions and

their implications for democracy. It urges readers to recognize the warning signs and actively defend

democratic values .


